
Repentance and Restoration 
Matthew 18:15-20 

 
Main Idea: Church discipline must be practiced biblically, prayerfully, humbly, and lovingly with the 
goal of repentance and restoration. 

 
Process for restoring an unrepentant brother or sister through church discipline. 

 
Step 1:  Go in private and appeal to the individual with Truth and love for their repentance 
and restoration. 

● 15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  

○ Galatians 6:1 
 
Step 2:  Take 2 or 3 other faithful believers with you to appeal to the individual with Truth 
and love for their repentance and restoration. 

● 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 
charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  
 

Step 3:  Tell the church so that the Body of Christ can appeal to the individual with Truth 
and love for their repentance and restoration.  

● 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church.  
 

Step 4: Treat the individual as if they are not a believer with the desire that they will 
repent and be restored.  

● And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a 
tax collector.  
 

What does it mean to treat them as if they are not a believer?  
1. The individual should not be treated as a faithful member of Christ’s Church but 

as a lost person in need of repentance.  
2. The individual should not be allowed to continue on in the life of the Church as if 

they are seeking first the Kingdom of God when in fact they are not.  
3. The individual needs to grasp the weight of and experience the consequences of 

what it means to live in unrepentant rebellion toward God. 
○ 1 Corinthians 5:4-5 

 
What authority does the Church have to pursue Church Discipline? 

● 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  

 
What manner must the church pursue Church Discipline? 



● 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be 
done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, there am I among them.”  

 
So What? 
We must pursue the wandering and the sinning brother or sister... 

● For the good of the individual. 
○ James 5:19-20 

● For the sake of the Church. 
○ 1 Corinthians 5:6-7 

● For the glory of God. 
○ 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 


